96	THREE  YEARS  OF  CALM BEFORE  THE STORM
They will tell you at the Foreign Office and War Department
that they are now going to work on this and that enlightened
plan. To tell the truth, they haven't any more idea than the
man in the moon what to do. They are completely bewildered
and dismayed. It is just beginning to dawn on everybody except
the Army that we have made the most tragic blunder of which
any modern nation has ever been guilty. For instance, if they
develop the Manchurian copper mines, all the Japanese copper
mines will have to close down, throwing thousands of men out
of work. The Japanese Government realizes perfectly well that,
as an outlet for overcrowded Japan, Manchuria is just a dream.
The most we can possibly hope for in the way of immigration from
Japan to Manchuria is about 20,000 a year. To a nation in-
creasing at the rate of 900,000 a year, this is no solution.
The American newspaper man continues :
	, as you know, is one of the intellectual leaders of Japan.
He narrowly escaped assassination at the time of the Manchurian
Incident, having rashly raised his voice against the military-
party. His friends took him to a hospital and sneaked him out
of a second-story window at night. He came to the United States ;
publicly yelled banzai all over the place to save his life ; then told
me privately what he really thought.
He too believed that Manchuria is a tragic blunder. I asked him
what he thought of General Araki; he replied : " Like all soldiers,
General Araki is a fool."
He said that the policy towards which his party is working is
to recognize the Chiriese ownership of Manchuria ; but to extend
the Liaotung lease over the whole of Manchuria for ninety-nine
years. He said that war with Russia was almost certain at the
end of the next Five-Year Plan. To avert this, he thought Japan
should grant Russia free access to the sea at some port in Manchuria
and try to persuade Europe to open the Dardanelles to Russia.
After	came back to Japan, the Emperor summoned him to
describe to him the condition of American public opinion. Obvi-
ously the real reason was to save him from assassination. After
the interview 	 told me what happened.     He said that the
Emperor was much distressed at the Manchurian Incident, of
which he disapproved. He (the Emperor) said that Japan's greatest
peril was chauvinism.    Too much nationalism.   	 said that the
Emperor had ordered the Army on no account to take Peking.
(All this time General Araki was publicly shouting : " Shall
the Army turn back when our Emperor orders us to carry the
colours of the Rising Sun onward," etc. etc.)
I had an interview with Viscount Saito which I am sure was
censored and stopped. He was very bitter and sad.
He said that the Manchurian Incident should never have
happened. That the same result could have been achieved with-

